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Matter for Decision 
 
Wards Affected:  Coedffranc West 
 
Fabian Way Innovation Corridor Supplementary Planning Guidance 
(SPG) – Consideration of: the draft ‘Fabian Way Innovation Corridor 
Masterplan Framework SPG’; and Consultation on the draft SPG. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1 To agree the draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) document 

and authorise a joint public consultation exercise on the draft SPG. 
 
Executive Summary 
 
2 The draft SPG produced jointly by Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council (NPTCBC) and the City & County of Swansea (CCS) provides 
a development framework to co-ordinate development in the cross-
border Fabian Way Corridor area and provide employment 
opportunities and economic benefits for the City Region.  

 
3 It sets out a vision for an ‘Innovation Corridor’, building upon the Higher 

Education and Tidal Lagoon developments and their triangle of 
opportunity.  Identifying constraints and opportunities it seeks to co-
ordinate the transformation of derelict and under-used brownfield land, 
promote connectivity, place making and sustainable development. 

 
4 The report seeks endorsement of the SPG and the approval of the 

consultation arrangements. 
 
 
 
 



Background 
 
5 The document has been based on a City Region approach and takes 

forward the prevailing national, regional and local planning / 
regeneration policy contexts and will form SPG to the emerging Local 
Development Plan (LDP). 

 
6 Once adopted, the SPG document will form a material consideration in 

the determination of planning applications within the Corridor area.  A 
copy of the draft SPG is appended to this report (Appendix 1). 

 
7 This report provides an overview of the SPG and how it has been 

prepared.  A period of formal public engagement is now required to 
inform its preparation for which approval is also sought. 

 
8 The SPG covers the area red-lined in Figure 1 below. 
 
Figure 1 – The Fabian Way Innovation Corridor 
 

 
 
9  It identifies constraints and opportunities based on detailed site 

assessments.  The next stage of preparation is to undertake a period of 
formal public consultation. 

 
The SPG Document 
 
10 The SPG takes a strategic and collaborative approach and sets out a 

vision for an ‘Innovation Corridor’, building upon the Higher Education 
and Tidal Lagoon developments and their triangle of opportunity.  It 
supports the development of a local ‘Knowledge Economy Cluster’ in-
line with the Swansea Bay City Region Economic Regeneration 
Strategy as part of a mixed use area with creativity, connectivity, 
innovation and place-making at its heart.  The document aims to 



facilitate the future expansion of both Universities, capture the 
associated socio-economic benefits from third party Research & 
Development and high technology businesses seeking to cluster close 
to the Universities and Tidal Lagoon, and facilitate the provision of 
sustainable residential accommodation in appropriate locations 
supported by the necessary infrastructure. 

 
11 It seeks to coordinate the transformation of derelict and under-used 

brownfield land and promote sustainable development, providing 
employment opportunities and economic benefits for the City Region, 
whilst complementing City/ Town Centre regeneration. 

 
12  The SPG aims to bring about a step change in the environment of this 

key city gateway by guiding future land use and development through a 
place making approach, promoting high quality design and public realm 
building upon the environmental improvements already delivered at 
SA1, the Bay Campus and expected from the Tidal Lagoon. 

 
13 It will identify priority actions with the potential to bring about long term 

improvement to the area’s connectivity particularly by sustainable 
transport (in-line with the Fabian Way Corridor Transport Assessment), 
better integrate communities north/south of Fabian Way, and identify 
priority actions to enhance infrastructure to make the area competitive 
and sustainable. 

 
14 These development sites are in multiple private ownership.  Each has 

physical constraints which could hinder their individual development 
potential.  Uncoordinated development proposals would put the long-
term regeneration of the Corridor at risk.  Therefore, this SPG seeks to 
provide an integrated strategic approach, maximise the benefits of each 
site, overcome site constraints, and minimise conflicts between 
different land uses. 

 
15  While the SPG covers the whole Corridor, detailed masterplans already 

exist for SA1 and the Bay Campus.  This SPG focuses on co-ordinating 
planning of the intervening land with these established frameworks.  
The Masterplan Framework is set out in Chapter 5 of the Appendix. 

 
Consultation 
 
16 To date this report item has been subject to internal consultation and 

has been approved by a Joint NPT / CCS meeting on the 5th October 



with the appropriate Cabinet Members responsible for the 
Regeneration1 and Highways2 portfolios. 

 
17 Moving forward, it is proposed that the consultation on the draft SPG 

will be undertaken jointly with the City & County of Swansea and take 
place over a period of 6 weeks commencing at the beginning of 
November 2015. 

 
18 The consultation will be promoted and facilitated through a variety of 

means: 
 

 Press releases will be issued (including use of social media); 

 Community information events will be arranged (venues to be 
agreed); 

 The Council’s website will provide all relevant information and 
documentation; 

 Information will be made available at each of the Civic Centres 
and local libraries as appropriate. 

 
19  In accordance with the Authority’s Welsh Language Scheme all 

publicity / communication will be bilingual.  Responses will be in the 
language used by the respondent.  The supporting background 
technical documentation will not be translated. 

 
20  The documents will be available for purchase at a reasonable charge. 

In common with previous practice, it is suggested that the price be 
based on the cost of printing together with post and package at the 
prevailing cost.  Electronic copies will be made available at no cost. 

 
Financial Impact 
 
21 The cost associated with document production and the public 

consultation exercise will be shared between the City & County of 
Swansea and Neath Port Talbot CBC and accommodated within 
existing budgets. 

 
Equality Impact Assessment 
 
22  In order to assist the Council in discharging its Public Sector Equality 

Duty under the Equality Act 2010, an Equality Impact Assessment 

                                                 
1
 Economic and Community Regeneration 

2
 Environment and Highways 



Screening Exercise has been carried out.  The Screening Exercise 
concluded that there is no requirement to carry out an additional 
separate exercise. 

 
23 The screening has highlighted some of the expected positive outcomes 

of the SPG including the aims for: 
 

 Better integration of communities north / south of Fabian Way; 

 Improved employment opportunities; 

 Improved sustainable travel options and connectivity; 

 Improved public realm and environment; and 

 Provision of residential development in appropriate locations 
accompanied by the necessary physical and social infrastructure. 

 
Workforce Impacts 
 
24  There are no workforce impacts in respect of this report. 
 
Legal Impacts 
 
25  There are no legal impacts in respect of this report. 
 
Risk Management 
 
26  There are no significant risks associated with this report.  
 
27  The opportunity has been identified for further detailed guidance to be 

provided in respect of development in this area.  Selective use of SPG 
is a means of setting out more detailed topic or site specific guidance 
on the way in which the policies of the adopted Development Plan will 
be applied in particular circumstances or areas. 

 
28  While only policies in the Development Plan have special status in 

determining planning applications, the SPG (once adopted) will be a 
material planning consideration when determining planning applications 
in the Fabian Way Corridor area.  It will inform the application of the 
overarching policies contained in the Local Development Plan. 

 
Recommendation 
 
29  That having considered the report, it is resolved to make the following 

recommendations for approval: 
 



1. The draft SPG be agreed as a basis for public consultation. 
 
2. The engagement, consultation and document preparation 

arrangements as set out in the report are implemented. 
 
Reasons for Proposed Decision 
 
30  The recommendations are needed to: 
 

1. Authorise the public consultation exercise on the Draft SPG and 
related tasks. 

 
Implementation of Decision 
 
31 The decision is proposed for implementation after the three day call in 

period. 
 
Appendices 
 
32  Appendix 1 – Fabian Way Innovation Corridor Masterplan Framework 

SPG Draft 
 
List of Background Papers 
 
33 Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan (anticipated to be adopted – 

January 2016) 
34 City & County of Swansea Unitary Development Plan (2008) 
35 City and County of Swansea Local Development Plan Preferred 

Strategy (2014) 
36 Swansea Bay City Region Economic Regeneration Strategy (2013) 
 
Officer Contact 
 
37  Ceri Morris – Interim Planning Policy Manager [Tel: 01639 686320 / E-

mail:  c.morris1@npt.gov.uk ]

mailto:c.morris1@npt.gov.uk


 















































































































 


